

UNION – DISUNION
Slavery & Compromise in the 1850s
As the 1850s began the fundamental question of the decade was over slavery and the compromises that tried to deal with this issue. 
As you learn about the following events use the following questions to guide your research:

1) How did the annexation of western territories intensify the conflict over slavery and lead to deeper divisions between the North & South?

2) What compromises attempted to resolve the conflicts over the expansion of slavery into new territories? To what degree were these compromises successful? Why did they eventually fail to resolve the differences between the North and South?

3) What were the major arguments for and against slavery and its expansion into new territories? 

In small groups research your topic. Know all of the “ins and out” of the issue(s) from the details to the overall significance. 

Decide amongst the members of your group how you can convert your topic (s) into a simple, clear, FUN, dramatic, debatable or argumentative format that will captivate and enlighten your audience.

Props, costumes, dramatic flair and PIZAZZ are MANDATORY. 
5-8 minutes per presentation. 

CARPE DIEM! & Have FUN!

TOPICS

Compromise of 1850 & 
the Fugitive Slave law




Dred Scott Decision

Kansas-Nebraska Act 




John Brown’s Raid at Harpers Ferry

Bleeding Kansas 

John Brown – Kansas




Election of 1860 & Secession

Sumner Brooks Fiasco

