A.P. United States History

     Metea Valley HS
COURSE SYLLABUS
A.P. United States history is intended to be a rigorous and challenging course, geared toward motivated students who are willing to accept the challenge of working hard but at the same time having fun learning about their country and its past. Along with learning and having fun, the end goal and objective of this course is to prepare the student to take and score well on the Advanced Placement test in May. The course goals and objectives are as follows; - The students will:

*
master a broad body of historical knowledge

*
demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology

*
use historical data to support an argument or position

*
differentiate between historiographical schools of thought

*
interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, charts,      letters, etc.

*
effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast.

*
prepare for and successfully pass the Advanced Placement Exam.

Texts:


Brinkley, Alan, The Unfinished Nation. McGraw-Hill Inc. New York. 2016. 
Davidson and Lytle, After The Fact: The Art of Historical Detection. McGraw-Hill, Inc. New York. 1992. Third Edition


Assessments:

Examinations: Throughout the course there will be unit assessments that will be divided up in the following manner: Multi-chapter units, two-day test – 1st day - written essay; 2nd day -  multiple choice test. One chapter units usually a multiple choice test only. As well, the student will have to write identifications of persons, places, events, etc. more about this at a later date.

DBQ’s &Essays:  Throughout the course you will be introduced to the DBQ – Document Based Question. The APUS DBQ differs a great deal from the AP Euro DBQ therefore, substantial time and effort will be put into it. As well, there will be assigned essays mirroring free-response topics that will be seen on the AP test.

Class Participation and Attendance: 

Due to the seriousness of the course, any time not spent in class will seriously inhibit the learning ability of the participant. There will be many in class activities (projects, mock trials, skits, etc, etc,). The only way that these activities run smoothly is if the students are prepared before the get to class. One of the best parts about this course is that it allows us to at times have fun and do interesting things. This only happens if students are prepared and in class.

Keys To Success: 

Study Techniques: 

The reading load, especially the first 10-12 weeks is considerable. You are responsible for understanding all of the material for testing. The amount of time required for homework for this class will vary with your reading speed. Assignments vary in length. Watch for the weekly assignments on the chalkboard and plan ahead for long assignments, supplemental readings, take-home essays, etc. Time management is an essential skill for this class, and you must take the responsibility for budgeting your time. As you become accustomed to the course format and tests, things will fall into place and become more manageable. It is important not to get discouraged. If you need help, please come and see me!!!!!

The grading scale and percentages are as follows:
1st semester: = 80% cumulative, final 20%. Same 2nd semester

A is 90 to 100%, B is 80 to 89%, C is 70 to 79%, and I shouldn’t have to write the others.

Last but not least…….The most important grading factor in the class is consistent effort, improvement, and a positive attitude! Do not be discouraged if your grades seem low 1st quarter. If you knew the material already, you wouldn’t need to take this course. Effort and attitude are weighted in grading. What you learn in terms of writing, thinking and study skills will be worth the effort!

METEA VALLEY HS: 
AP US HISTORY SCHEDULE 

This is the tentative schedule for the year. We reserve the right to change dates, tests, projects or anything not stated in this schedule. We will usually give you ample notice and time/warning if there will be any changes.

FIRST SEMESTER

Period 2:

1st  8 weeks (1st Quarter) [ Chapters 2, and 3 in Brinkley]
•
Colonial America – 3 weeks




2 day test
Period 3
[ Chapters 4, 5 & 6 in Brinkley]

 


2 day test

•
American Revolution and U.S. Constitution New Nation – 
3 weeks

Period  4 

[Chapters 7-10 in Brinkley]




2 day test

•
– about 4  weeks
[Political history to 1820; Chapters 7 and 8]



several tests


•
Early Industrialization – 1 week; [Chapter 9]

End of 1st quarter

2nd 8 weeks (2nd Quarter)

•
Democratic Politics, Religious Revival, 

•
and Reform in the Age of Jackson



  several quizzes/tests

•
Slavery, Immigration, and Western Expansion –
Period 5 
•
Civil War and Reconstruction – 3 weeks

[includes 1850’s and chapters 13-16] 




 a few tests

1st semester final


final is multiple choice questions, and short answer
2nd SEMESTER

1st 8 weeks (3rd Quarter)

Period 6

•
Industrialization and Urbanization and 

Everyday Life in the late1800’s 1 week [chapter 18 & 19]

2 day test

•
Politics in the late 19th and early 20th century 3 weeks

[includes populism, progressivism, and imperialism]

2 day test

[ Cha 20 & 21]
Period 7
•
World War I [chapter 22] 1 week




test

•
1920’s and 1930’s – 2 weeks – [chapters 23 & 24]

 
2 day test

End of 3rd quarter

2nd 8 weeks (4th Quarter)

•
World War II
1 week [cha 25]




test

•
The Cold War – 2 weeks [chapters 26 and 27]


2 day test

•
1960’s, 1970’s, and 1980’s  2-3 weeks [chapters 28, 29, 30, 31, 32] test

•
Review for AP test,  2 weeks

•
2nd semester final project last 2 weeks – (20% of semester grade)
